
 
 

 
 

Media Release – 20 February 2007 
 

Helicopter Mishap Will Not Slow UAV Uptake 
 
(Brisbane, Australia) 
 
It was reported by the Australian media that the QUT / CSIRO R/C helicopter 
made an unscheduled hard landing during a launch in Brisbane yesterday. 
   

 
 
Managing Director of V-TOL Aerospace Mark Xavier said, “This mishap will not 
slow UAV development in this country. V-TOL Aerospace well understands the 
technical complexity of UAV helicopters. Helicopters represent the difficult end of 
the UAV spectrum and are the most prone to technical problems. It was just 
unfortunate timing that a problem arose during the high profile Brisbane launch.”  
 
He continued, “V-TOL ceased i-Copter™ development 18 months ago and is 
pursuing other types of VTOL technology for the reasons already stated. It must be 
noted that UAVs fly very successfully everyday around the world, including 
Australia. The Australian UAV industry is entering a growth period that will 
deliver significant value to the country through technology, innovation, and 
services.” 
 
Initiatives such as UATAR ™ have been put in place by industry to address UAS 
systems reliability, regulations, and enabling support structures needed to safely 
grow the industry. UATAR™ (see www.uatar.com ) has established Working Group 
27 to specifically address these issues. Industry stakeholders are encouraged to join 
WG-27. For further information, please contact uatar@v-tol.com      
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